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Summary  

 

An archaeological evaluation was carried out on the site of a proposed housing development 

in Summerfields, Horntye Park, Hastings, East Sussex. In total, seven out of the proposed 

eight trenches were excavated and recorded over the course of five days. Trenches 1 and 3 

yielded no archaeology. A total of nine walls, one possible drainage channel and two cut 

features were encountered in Trenches 4, 5 and 6 and evidence of landscaping was recorded 

in Trenches 2 and 7.  

 

Evidence for Bohemia Farm was seen in Trenches 4 and 5, and included a possible drainage 

channel and a brick wall. The remaining brick walls are all probably associated with 

Bohemia House, although not all align with the known layout of the house. Overall, little 

evidence remains of Bohemia Farm and Bohemia House, although evidence for 19th century 

landscaping can still be seen across Site. Given the limited evidence surviving, there is only a 

small chance of archaeological remains being damaged or destroyed by the development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Chris Butler                                                                                                                                                                Summerfields,  

Archaeological Services Ltd       Hastings 

2 

 

Contents  

1.0     Introduction     5   

2.0     Archaeological and Historical background     6   

3.0     Methodology    7   

4.0     Results     8  

5.0     Finds         25 

6.0     Discussion                    27 

7.0     Acknowledgements       30 

 

Figures 

Fig. 1     Site location 

Fig. 2  Development plan with Trench locations  

Fig. 3  1875 map with Trench locations    

Fig. 4     1899 map with Trench locations 

Fig. 5     1956 map with Trench locations  

Fig. 6     1:50 drawn plan of Trench 4 

Fig. 7 1:50 drawn plan of Trench 5 

Fig. 8 1:20 drawn plan of wall [5/005] 

Fig. 9               1:50 drawn plan of Trench 5 

Fig. 10 1831 floor plan of Bohemia House as proposed at auction  

 

Plates  

Cover Plate   Trench 5 facing northeast  

   

Plate 1    South facing section of Trench 1. Facing northwest    

 

Plate 2    Trench 2 looking south-east with 2 x 1m scales   

 

Plate 3    Northeast facing section of Trench 2. Oblique shot facing southwest 

 

Plate 4    Southwest facing section of Trench 3. Oblique shot facing southeast 

 

Plate 5    Northeast facing section of Trench 3. Facing southwest   

 

Plate 6    Southwest facing section of Trench 4. Facing northeast   

 



Chris Butler                                                                                                                                                                Summerfields,  

Archaeological Services Ltd       Hastings 

3 

 

Plate 7    Structure [4/005], facing east with 1 x 2m scales   

 

Plate 8    Close-up of brick and bonding of structure [4/005], with 1 x 0.30m scale   

   

Plate 9    Southeast facing section of [4/001], mid trench, showing demolition material from 

[4/004]. 1 x 1m scale 

 

Plate 10   Wall [4/004], facing southeast with 1 x 2m scale    

 

Plate 11   Drainage structure [4/007], facing west, with 1 x 2m scale 

 

Plate 12   Southwest facing section showing drainage pipe [4/008], with 2 x 1m scales        

 

Plate 13   Wall [4/003], facing northwest with 1 x 2m scales  

 

Plate 14   Wall [4/006], facing southwest with 1 x 1m scale  

 

Plate 15   Trench 5 facing south with 2 x 1m scales 

 

Plate 16   North facing section of Wall [5/004], with 2 x 1m scales  

 

Plate 17   Wall [5/005], facing west with 1 x 2m scale 

 

Plate 18   East end of wall [5/005] with possible robber trench [5/009], facing north with 2 x   

                 1m scales               

                                        

Plate 19   Wall [5/006], facing southwest with 1 x 2m scale      

 

Plate 20   Walls [5/006] and [5/007], facing east with 2 x 1m scales 

 

Plate 21   Walls [5/006], [5/007] and [5/011] and deposit (5/012), facing east with 1 x 2m 

scale 

 

Plate 22   Walls [5/006], [5/007], [5/008] and [5/011], facing northeast with 1 x 2m scale 

 

Plate 23    Trench 6, facing northwest with 2 x 1m scales  

 

Plate 24    Wall [6/003], facing southwest with 1 x 2m scale 

 

Plate 25    Cable and wooden casing [6/004], facing south-west with 1 x 2m scale 

  

Plate 26    North-west facing section of Trench 6 with 2 x 1m scales  

  



Chris Butler                                                                                                                                                                Summerfields,  

Archaeological Services Ltd       Hastings 

4 

 

Plate 27    Trench 7, facing northeast with 2 x 1m scales 

 

Plate 28    North-west facing section with 2 x 1m scales  

 

Plate 29   Feature [7/004], facing southwest with 2 x 1m scales 

 

Plate 30   Feature [7/004], facing southeast with 2 x 1m scales 

 

Plate 31   Bank on north side of Site  

 

Plate 32   Site looking eastwards, showing dip before wooden fence-line representing  

      possible Ha Ha 

 

Plate 32   1920s postcard of Bohemia House , showing Ha Ha at front 

 

 

Appendices  

Appendix 1     Context Register 

Appendix 2 Levels Table 

Appendix 3     Levels Table – Total Station Data  



Chris Butler                                                                                                                                                                Summerfields,  

Archaeological Services Ltd       Hastings 

5 

 

 

1.0 Introduction  

 

 

1.1 Chris Butler Archaeological Services was commissioned by Trinity Homes UK Ltd (the 

Client), to carry out an archaeological evaluation excavation at Summerfields, Horntye 

Park, Hastings (Fig 1) in order to establish the likely presence and importance of any 

archaeological remains that may be affected by the construction of twenty-two flats and 

ten houses (Fig 2). 

 

 

1.2 The existing buildings were demolished and the vegetation cut down prior to the 

evaluation. A minor road through the middle of the site connects the two car parks and 

offices to Bohemia Road (A21) with greenery surrounding the outskirts. Building work 

is proposed for the east of the Site, over the eastern car park and greenery. Horntye 

Park is a particularly built up area, with housing estates to the north and the south, 

running alongside the A21. The Site is bordered on the north-east by Summerfields 

Nature Reserve and public buildings such as Hastings Police Station and Hastings 

Magistrates Court occupy land to the east. 

 

 

1.3 The Site lies at a height of c.65-70m on gently sloping land, with the highest ground 

being a short distance to the north of the site. A stream arises a short distance south of 

the site and runs south-east through a small valley. A larger stream arises from springs 

c500m to the north of the site and also runs south-east through a different valley located 

to the north and east of the site. 

 

 

1.4 The geology of the Site is the Tunbridge Wells Sand Formation, of Siltstone, Mudstone 

and Sandstone. 

 

 

1.5    The Site does not lie within an Archaeological Notification Area though there are two 

in close proximity at Alexandra Park (ANA no. 326; MES1030) and Bohemia Road 

(ANA no. 62). The Site does not lie within a Conservation Area. 

 

 

1.6   The evaluation report covers an archaeological evaluation excavation consisting of 

seven 20m by 2m trenches (Fig 3). These trenches were positioned across the site to 

determine whether there were any potential archaeological remains surviving which 

may be damaged or destroyed by the proposed redevelopment of the site.  
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2.0     Archaeological and Historical Background  

 

  

2.1 An in-depth study into the archaeological and historical background has been produced 

and expressed in the archaeological desk-based assessment1 (DBA). This can be 

referred to for more details. 

 

 

2.2    The most important aspects of the archaeological and historic past are: 

 

1. There is little evidence for Palaeolithic – Romano British archaeological remains in 

the Study Area. 

2. Given the historical use of Hastings as a medieval port and settlement, combined 

with the archaeological findings, medieval activity occurred within the Study Area, 

the Site has moderate potential for containing archaeological remains related to 

medieval activity.  

3. There are six listed buildings within a 1km radius of the Site centre. The closest 

building to the Site is the Ice House (List Entry No. 1356865) c.40m to the west of 

the Site centre. 

4. Bohemia Farm is the earliest record we have of activity on the Site. This can be seen 

on Yeakell and Gardner’s map of 1778 – 1783. 

5. The farm was demolished and Bohemia House was built in 1824 (Plate 34). This 

was then subsequently sold at auction in 1831 and later became a boys prep school 

in 1903. From this time the house was known as Summer Fields.  

6. Summer Fields House and other lands were sold at auction. The house was further 

extended on its east side. During the 2nd World War the school was evacuated and 

Summerfields was used as Hastings Town Hall, with the school returning after the 

war. 

7. The council demolished the building in 1972 in order to build the police station, 

magistrate’s court and other offices at the Site today. By the 1971-1983 OS Map, the 

Site had undergone significant change reflecting the demolition of the house. 

8. The majority of the Post medieval data recorded on the HER relates to Bohemia 

House. The remains of the walled garden (MES21056) are located to the southeast 

of the Site and the nineteenth century Icehouse (MES21055) is still visible in the car 

park to the west. The Site has a high potential for post medieval archaeological 

remains related to Bohemia House and its Estate.   

 

                                                           
1 Butler. C (Ed) 2016 A Desk Based Assessment at Summerfields, Horntye Park, Hastings, East Sussex  

  CBAS0743 
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3.0    Methodology  

 

 

3.1 The archaeological work was carried out in accordance with the Chartered Institute for 

Archaeologists’ Code of Conduct (December 2014) and Standard and Guidance for 

Archaeological Field Evaluation (2014); the Sussex Archaeological Standards (2015); 

and the Treasure Act (1996). 

 

 

3.2  A CAT scan was undertaken prior to the excavation of the evaluation trenches. No 

services or other obstructions were noted, and the trenches were excavated broadly in 

the locations proposed in the WSI. 

 

 

3.3 Seven 20m long and 2 wide trenches were excavated across the Site. Trench 8 could 

not be excavated due as the proposed location being on a tarmac car park which was to 

be retained. Where possible the trenches were placed in areas likely to produce 

evidence of the demolished Bohemia House and associated buildings. The trenches 

were excavated under constant archaeological supervision, using a Volvo EC140DL 

tracked 360° excavator fitted with a flat-bladed bucket, in accordance with the 

Recommended Standards. Trench 7 was widened to reveal features.  

 

 

3.4 Archaeological deposits and features were archaeologically excavated and recorded 

according to the Recommended Standards.  

 

 

3.5 The spoil from the excavations was inspected by archaeologists to recover any artefacts 

or ecofacts of archaeological interest. A Garret ACE 150 metal detector was used to 

scan the trenches and spoil heaps. 

 

 

3.6 The section of surviving wall noted in the walkover survey contained in the Desk Based 

Assessment and Written Scheme of Investigation had not been exposed, and will be 

cleaned up and recorded at a later date. 

 

 

3.7 A TBM (Temporary Bench Mark) with the value of 64.603m (aOD) was established on 

a curb stone on the road running to the west of the Site using a Leica Total Station. 

Levels were performed using both the total station and dumpy level equipment.     

 

 

3.8   The evaluation was started by Dr Caroline Russell, and then subsequently supervised 

by the author. Sarah Vine assisted throughout. The excavations were carried out 

between 21st and 25th November 2016. 
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4.0     Results  

 

 

4.0.1 Deposits, structures and archaeological features were given unique numbers as 

represented below and in Appendix 1. Structures and cut numbers are represented by a [ 

] bracket and deposits by ( ).  

 

 

4.1    Trench 1 

 

 

4.1.1 Trench 1 was orientated east-west to the north (Fig. 2). It measured 20m x 2m x 0.84m 

at its deepest point (Plate 1).  

 

 

4.1.2  No archaeology was encountered. The topsoil (1/001), was a friable dark greyish-brown 

sandy clay with frequent plant bioturbation and occasional ceramic building material 

(CBM) and flint pebble inclusions. (1/001) was 310mm at its deepest.  

 

 

4.1.3 Underlying (1/001) was a firm mid yellowish-brown silty clay subsoil, (1/002), with 

occasional fine root bioturbation. (1/002) was 320mm at its deepest at the east end of 

the trench. Underlying (1/002) was the natural geology, (1/003), which was made up of 

firm light brownish-yellow bands of fine clayey sands with frequent sandstone pieces; 

measuring from 10mm-100mm. 150mm of the natural geology was excavated into by 

machine to be certain that it was the natural.  
 

 
Plate 1 
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4.2   Trench 2 

 

 

4.2.1 Trench 2 was located south of Trench 1 and was orientated northwest-southeast (Fig. 2). 

It measured 20m x 2m x 0.80m at its deepest point (Plate 2).  

 

 

4.2.2 Although no archaeology was encountered the stepped profile presented a defined 

terrace. The topsoil, (2/001), was a friable dark greyish-brown sandy clay and silt loam 

and was heavily disturbed by rooting. The inclusions were the same as (1/001). 

Disturbance from (2/001) could be seen spread midway across the trench, which can be 

attributed to root disturbance and possibly burrowing. (2/001) was 300mm at its 

deepest. 

 

 

4.2.3 Underlying (2/001) was a firm mid yellowish-brown mixed sandy clay loam subsoil, 

(2/002), with rooting and disturbance from the topsoil (Plate 3). (2/002) was deepest at 

the top of the terrace at the northwest end of the trench at 360mm deep. Underlying 

(2/002) was the natural geology (2/003), which had the same matrix as (1/003). 220mm 

of the natural geology was excavated by machine to the limit of excavation (LOE). 
 

 

    
                      Plate 2                           Plate 3 
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4.3   Trench 3  

 

 

4.3.1 Trench 3 was orientated north-south and located to the west over the pre-existing 

council offices (Fig. 2). It measured 20m x 2m x 0.66m at its deepest point (Plate 4). 

 

 
 

 

 

 

4.3.2 Like Trenches 1 and 2, no archaeology was encountered. This trench was the shallowest 

of all 7 trenches and comprised of made-ground, (3/001), and the natural geology, 

(3/002) (Plate 5).  

 

 

4.3.3 (3/001) was composed of mid greyish-brown sandy clays with frequent CBM, flint 

pebble inclusions and occasional rooting. The made ground was deepest in the south of 

the trench, measuring 460mm in depth. (3/002) consisted of firm light orangey-yellow 

sand with frequent sandstone formations measuring 10mm x 10mm – 200mm x 200mm 

in size (Plate 5).  
 

 

 

 

Plate 4 
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4.4   Trench 4  

 

 

4.4.1 Trench 4 was position in the middle of the site, over the supposed location of Bohemia 

House and orientated northwest-southeast. It measured 20m x 2m x 0.94m at its deepest 

point (Fig. 2).  

 

 

4.4.2 The made ground, (4/001) varied in depth across the trench (Plate 6). It comprised of a 

layer of mixed greyish-brown silty clay and fragmented concrete from the former 

buildings with frequent CBM fragments and stone inclusions in the northwest end, 

where it was 240mm deep. It then changed to loose dark greyish-brown rubble material 

from the demolition of the underlying wall, [4/004], and pipeline [4/007] and light 

orange-yellow redeposited sands. This was represented clearly in the south-east facing 

section 6m from the northeast end (Plate 9). It was circa 0.70m at its deepest mid 

trench. The composition changed back to the friable silty clays to the southeast of the 

trench as most of the structural activity was centred mid trench. 
 

Plate 5 
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4.4.3 A series of structures were revealed underlying (4/001). Structure [4/005] and traces of 

[4/004] were exposed in the northwest of the trench, under circa 240-250mm of (4/001) 

(Plate 7). [4/005] ran east-west diagonally across the trench. Only part of the south 

facing profile was exposed as the structure was not fully excavated. It was made up of 

three courses of dark red rectangular bricks set on edge with a bowl-shape profile, 

which lends itself more to a drainage channel than wall (Plate 8). The bricks appeared 

to be un-mortared. A measurement was taken from the most complete: 241mm 

(diagonal face) x 234mm (stretcher length) x 81mm (header depth). [4/005] 

dimensions: 3.655m x 280mm x 81mm (height of brick).  A brick sample was taken for 

further analysis and a spot date of mid18th – 19th century was given (See Section 5). 
 

    
 

Plate 6 

Plate 7 Plate 8 
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4.4.4 Next to [4/005] was the remnant of wall [4/004] (Plate 7). The wall ran east-west and 

had two distinct heights as the majority had been robbed out or demolished and made 

up part of (4/001). Traces of the wall were located directly south of [4/005]. A large 

broken clay tile overlay bricks in a stretcher bond. The machine removed the majority 

of the rubble to reveal the rest of the wall at the base of the trench.  
 

 

 

 

 

4.4.5 The cut of the demolition could be seen in the exposed section, as mentioned above 

(Plate 9). Most of the bricks were too displaced or covered by the cream –light grey 

sandy mortar to determine the bonding pattern in plan but most appeared to be set on 

bed. Sands abutted the lower section of the wall on the north side (Plate 10). The brick 

dimensions were 254mm (bed diagonal) x 236mm (stretcher length) x 110m (header 

length). The dimensions wall were; 4.40m x 470mm x 0.84m exposed in south-east 

facing section. A brick sample was taken for further analysis and a spot date of mid18th 

– 19th century was given (See Section 5). (Plate 10) 

 

 

Plate 9 
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4.4.6 Two drains ran across the trench south of [4/004]. [4/007] was the remnant of a modern 

pipeline with a concrete foundation that ran east-west (Plate 11). It was made up of a 

wall with English garden wall bonding that terminated 0.92m from the northeast facing 

baulk, which encased the ceramic pipe, and a concrete foundation. The overall 

dimensions, including the height of the wall, were 4.41m x 450mm x 355mm.  [4/008] 

was predominately seen in the southwest facing section with only the concrete 

foundation seen in plan (Plate 12).  
 

             
 

 

 

 

Plate 10 

Plate 11 Plate 12 
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4.4.7 Wall [4/003] ran parallel to [4/008] and looked to truncate wall [4/006] (Plate 13). The 

bonding was hard to determine as the light-grey sandy mortar covered the entirety of 

the wall (Plate 13). It was possibly laid in a Flemish garden wall bond with dark red, 

non-frogged bricks measuring 100mm (header depth) x 69mm (header width). Stretcher 

length could not be measured due to mortar. A brick sample was taken for further 

analysis and a spot date of 18th – 19th century was given (See Section 5). 

 

 

   

 

 

4.4.8  Only part of [4/006] could be seen running east-west, protruding 312mm from the 

northeast facing baulk (Plate 14). The area was surrounded by mixed rubble material, 

presumably from the two structures. The wall was made-up of dark orange-red bricks 

with cream sandy mortar. The first course appeared to be laid in a Stretcher bond with 

metal wiring channelled through. Behind which was a cavity filled with packing 

material made up of fragmented dark red brick and mortar. The dimensions of the 

bricks were 0.51m (bed length) x 312mm width. A brick sample could not be taken. 

 

4.4.9 The natural geology, (4/002), was composed of firm light brownish-yellow sands with 

frequent sandstone pieces measuring 10mm x 10mm – 100mm x 100mm in size. 

400mm was excavated by machine. 

 

 

 

 

 

Plate 13 Plate 14 
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4.5  Trench 5  

 

 

4.5.1 Trench 5 was located to the east, orientated northeast-southwest. It measured 20.40m x 

2.90m x 0.80m at its deepest point. The trench was widened to reveal further walls 

(Plate 15). 

 

 

4.5.2 The topsoil, (5/001), was composed of friable mid-dark grey-brown silty clay with 

frequent root disturbance. It was 340mm at its deepest. Underlying (5/001) was subsoil 

(5/002), which comprised of friable dark brownish-grey clayed silts with 1% 

fragmented CBM, small angular stones (1mm – 10mm), <1% charcoal and <1% rooting 

inclusions. (5/002) was not fully excavated in the south of the trench. A total of six 

brick walls were encountered and one ceramic pipe.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

4.5.3 [5/004] ran north-south across the trench and stepped onto a concrete foundation (Plate 

16). It consisted of light-mid orange and dark grey rectangular bricks in what appeared 

to be laid in an English bond. The mortar was light cream, almost white, compact sand. 

The bottom two courses were stepped using a header bond. The first was stepped at 

circa 400mm from the top of the wall and the second at 500mm. They sat on top of a 

concrete foundation. (Fig. 10) 

 

 

4.5.4 The top course was only partially preserved. It was covered by indurated mortar and 

measured 0.81m from the southeast facing section. (5/002) abutted the northeast face. 

The southwest face was not exposed. The concrete protruded 300mm from the base of 

the second step. The dimensions of the wall were 2.96m x 0.53m x 0.68m height. A 

Plate 15 
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brick sample was taken for further analysis and a spot date of 19th century was given 

(See Section 5). 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

4.5.5 Wall [5/005] ran northwest-southeast, curving southwards at the south-eastern end 

(Plate 17). The wall looked to be in poor condition with evidence of burning on the 

bricks and a possible robber trench [5/009] (Fig. 8) (Plate 18). It was made-up of mid-

dark red and mid pinkish bricks with charring. [5/005] could only be seen in plan but 

the faces appeared to be Stretcher laid. Between the courses there was a cavity with 

bricks laid on edge at regular intervals with packing material suggesting a Rat-Trap or 

Dearne’s bond. The dimensions of the wall were 2.21m x 0.54m. A brick sample was 

taken for further analysis and a spot date of 19th century was given (See Section 5). 

Wall [5/006] ran northeast-southwest diagonally across the trench (Plate 19). It 

measured 8.92m x 415mm x 200mm height. (5/002) abutted the wall on its southern 

part of the northern face. What looked to be a buttress protruded from the southern face. 

A step could be seen on the northern face, measuring 60mm from the edge. It was 

made-up of dark orange and dark orange-red bricks with yellowish-white sandy mortar.  

 

 

Plate 16 
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4.5.6 The exposed course on the southern face appeared to be laid in a Stretcher bond. The 

second course was soldier laid and the third was bed laid. Mortar remnant on the first 

step could indicate a robbed fourth course. The bricks measured 200mm x 115mm x 

63mm height. The wall seemed to either terminate or be truncated by [5/007] on the 

south-eastern end (Plate 20). A brick sample was taken for further analysis and a spot 

date of 19th century was given (See Section 5). 

 

 

 
 

 

Plate 17 Plate 18 

Plate 19 
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4.5.7 Wall [5/007] was orientated northwest-southeast and was comprised of two courses of 

poorly preserved dark purple red bricks that appeared to be Header laid (Plate 20). The 

bonding martial was a light yellow sandy mortar. The faces were not exposed. The wall 

measured 1.29m x 0.50m in plan and the bricks 245mm x 118mm (no arris 

measurement could be taken). 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

4.5.8 It looked as if wall [5/011] was related as it was orientated northeast-southwest and had 

the same bonding and coursing (Fig. 7) (Plate 21). [5/011] was very poorly preserved 

with only part of the first course surviving to establish an identification. The first course 

measured 1.05m in length x 260mm in width at the southwest. The second course was 

only seen abutting [5/007] and, together with the first, measured 0.53m in width. The 

brick dimensions were 227mm x 120mm (no arris measurement could be taken). 

 

 

4.5.9 It looked as though [5/011] and [5/007] also truncated wall [5/008] (Fig. 7). However, it 

was so poorly preserved that coursing could not be ascertained (Plate 22). The wall was 

orientated south x southwest – north x northeast and measured 1.26m x 0.60m. The 

bricks measured roughly 263mm x 114mm (no arris measurement could be taken). 

 

 

Plate 20 
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4.5.10 A compact mid greyish-pink deposit, (5/012), that looks to be rubble was present on 

the southwest corner of the trench, abutting walls [5/007], [5/008] and [5/011] (Plate 

22). It consisted of 10% brick red and yellow brick fragments, charcoal and small 

angular stones. It looked to be material from the demolition of the three abutting walls. 

This context was only partially excavated. It measured 1.90m x 1.20m x 100mm 

excavated.     

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

4.5.11The natural geology, (5/003), was a mixture of soft and compact bands of yellowish-

brown sands with frequent sandstone pieces measuring 10mm x 10mm – 100mm x 

100mm in size. 260mm was excavated by machine. 

Plate 21 

Plate 22 
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4.6  Trench 6 

 

 

4.6.1 Trench 6 was located to the south and orientated west x northwest – east x southeast. It 

measured 20.40m x 2.60m x 0.50m at its deepest (Plate 23).   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

4.6.2 The ‘topsoil’, (6/001), was made-up of loose mid grey broken tarmac from the former 

carpark, mixed with a mid-brown sandy loam with frequent CBM (brick and tile 

fragments) and flint pebbles, circa 10mm x 10mm, inclusions (Plate 26). (6/001) was 

thickest mid-trench, at 0.50m. Underlying the topsoil in the south-eastern end was wall 

[6/003] (Plate 23). As a result the trench was excavated down to the level of the wall in 

this end and the natural was not met.   

 

 

4.6.2 In plan, [6/003] comprised of two courses of bed-laid mid orange-red rectangular 

bricks, one course of yellow-orange bricks and a strip of concrete. The concrete sloped 

down from the yellow bricks at an angle, suggesting it may have been abutting. The 

bonding material was made-up of light yellowish fine sand mortar. (Plate 24) 

 

 

4.6.3 The orange-red bricks measured 240mm x 120mm, the yellow 230mm x 120mm (no 

arris measurement could be taken) and the concrete measured 200mm wide. The overall 

wall measurements were 2.60m x 0.80m. The wall could not be fully excavated. (Fig. 

9) 

 

Plate 23 
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4.6.4 A former electric cable with a lead outer case and wooden inner, [6/004], was revealed 

mid-trench (Plate 25). It underlay 0.50m of (6/001), measured 2.90m x 70mm and was 

orientated northeast-southwest. A modern electric cable was encountered directly 

underlying the tarmac topsoil 4.40m from the northwest end. It ran north x northeast – 

south x southwest across the trench.  

 

 

4.6.5 The natural geology, (6/002), was firm light brownish-yellow clayey sand with frequent 

sandstone formations measuring circa 20mm x 20mm – 200mm – 200mm. 230mm was 

excavated by machine (Plate 26). 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Plate 24 

Plate 25 Plate 26 
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4.7  Trench 7 

 

 

4.7.1 Trench 7 was located to the east of Bohemia road to, the south, orientated north x 

northeast and southwest. It measured 20.30m x 2.30x x 1.20m at its deepest (Plate 27).  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

4.7.2 The topsoil, (7/001), was friable dark greyish-brown humic sandy loam with frequent 

fine – medium root disturbance (plate) and was 350mm at its thickest. 

 

 

4.7.3 Underlying (7/001) was subsoil (7/002), which was comprised of dark yellowish-brown 

sandy clay with occasional fine-medium root disturbance. It varied from 250mm - 

0.55m in thickness across the trench (Plate 28).  

 

 

4.7.4 Underlying (7/002) was feature [7/004] in the southern end of the trench (Plate 30). The 

single fill (7/005) was composed of stiff mid-brown sandy clay redeposited natural with 

occasional root bioturbation and CBM fragments. The top 0.70m was excavated using 

the machine until a clear cut was seen in plan. 150mm was excavated using a trowel 

and mattock. A degraded iron object, possibly a nail, was recovered. 

 

Plate 27 
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4.7.5 The cut measured 6.30m x 2.10m x 0.85m deep and had a sharp break of slope with 

gradually sloping sides with stepped intervals. The excavated rectangular base had a 

sharp top break of slope with near vertical sides, measuring 150mm in depth that 

formed a rounded break of slope to a flat base (Plates 29 and 30).  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

4.7.6 The natural geology, (7/003), was bands of light and mid yellowish-brown sands with 

frequent sandstone formations.   

 

 

Plate 28 

Plate 29 Plate 30 
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5.0     Finds  

 

 

5.0.1 A small assemblage of artefacts were recovered during the evaluation and are described 

below. 

 

 

5.1 The Ceramic Building Material by Luke Barber 

 

 

5.1.1 A relatively small assemblage of brick was recovered from the site, most of which was 

recovered as samples from different walls. As such the material consists of large fresh 

pieces, usually with adhering mortar. The assemblage is summarised in Table 1. 

 
Context Fabric Description Dimensions, 

No/weight 

Comments Suggested 

date 

4/003 B1 Pale/marl-rich buff fabric. 

Sparse fine quartz, 

moderate to abundant iron 

oxide pellets to 5mm and 

iron-rich streaks 

? x 100 x 62mm 

1/1378g 

Quite well 

formed, medium 

fired. Set in a pale 

grey/off-white 

fine sandy mortar 

with common 

chalk to 2mm 

C18th – 19th 

4/004 B2a Red frogless brick. 

Moderate/abundant fine 

quartz, common iron oxides 

to 3mm, pale clay pellets to 

4mm 

237 x 110 x 65mm 

1/3454g (100%) 

Well formed, 

medium fired. 

In soft buff very 

fine sandy mortar 

Mid C18th – 

19th 

4/004 B2a As above 228 x 100 x 65mm 

1/3230g (100%) 

Well formed, 

medium fired. 

In soft buff very 

fine sandy mortar 

Mid C18th – 

19th 

4/004 B2a As above 230 x 107 x 65mm 

1/3038g (100%) 

Well formed, 

medium fired. 

In soft buff very 

fine sandy mortar 

Mid C18th – 

19th 

4/005 B2b Red frogless brick. As B2a 

but only sparse/moderate 

iron oxides and no clay 

pellets 

 

? x 110 x 65mm 

3/2668g 

Well formed, 

medium fired. 

No mortar 

adhering 

Mid C18th – 

19th 

5/004 B3 Red frogless brick. 

Moderate fine quartz, 

moderate/ common iron 

oxides to 2mm, moderate 

fine buff Wealden 

sandstone granules to 3mm 

? x 120 x 65mm 

2/2366g 

Well formed with 

very neat faces 

and wire 

cut/trimmed on 

upper face. Set in 

a buff very fine 

sandy mortar 

similar to that in 

[4/004] 

C19th 

5/005 B3 As above 65mm thick 

1/1552g 

Same mortar as 

[5/004] 

C19th 

5/006 B3 As above ? x 115 x 65 

1/2458g 

Same mortar as 

[5/004] 

C19th 

Table 1: Ceramic Building Material 
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5.1.2 The bricks are of three main types/fabrics though all can be placed in an 18th to 19th 

century date range. Potentially the earliest was that from Context 4/003 which is 

suspected of being of 18th- century date. Although these crudely mixed bricks reappear 

in the later 19th century they are usually frogged by that date. The three bricks from 

Context 4/004 are identical and are set in an identical mortar. They are similar to, but 

not an exact match for, the unmortared brick in Context 4/005. All can be placed in a 

general mid 18th to 19th century date range. The bricks from Trench 5 are all of the 

same type and set in similar mortar. A 19th- century date is probable for these. 

 

 

5.1.3 The ceramic building material assemblage is small, all of late post-medieval date and 

has no associated pottery dating. As such the assemblage is not considered to hold any 

potential for further analysis beyond that undertaken for this report. This material has 

been discarded though some fabric samples have been retained for a county series.  

 

 

5.2 The Metal by Jan Oldham 

 

5.2.1 A quantity of metal was recovered from two contexts during the archaeological 

evaluation and this has been recorded by type and weight. From Trench 5, Context 

5/002), three sections of decorative iron garden railing, weighing 360g, 371g and 1365g 

respectively. The sections were very heavily corroded and damaged but a ‘fleur de lys’ 

type design is visible along the top of two of the pieces, none of which appear to be 

conjoining. 

 

 

5.2.2 From Trench 7, Context 7/005), two amorphous corroded ferrous fragments, possible 

partial nails, combined weight 1g. The railing and other ferrous fragments are likely to 

be present as the remains of a mid 19th century garden boundary or decorative wall 

edging on the site and requires no further analysis.     
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6.0    Discussion  

 

 

6.1   Multiple phases of demolition and construction have occurred on the Site since 1817, 

resulting in continuous land modification (Plate 31).  Subsequently, few finds and 

features have therefore survived. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

6.2    Trench 2 showed evidence of terracing, highlighted in the 1.195m decline in height 

from the northwest end to the southeast. This was displayed in two distinct steps. 

Trench 3 was positioned over higher ground that was built up made-ground. 

 

 

6.3    There was a distinct drop on the southeast side of the Site next to Trench 5, presented in 

Plate 33 This could be attributed a Ha Ha that can be seen in the 1875 plan and a photo 

from 1920 (Plates 32 and 33).  

 

 

 
 

Plate 31 

Plate 32 
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6.4   The form of [7/004] appeals more to a post-medieval feature, possible associated with 

landscaping. The area was never built on and instead covered with vegetation, which 

diminishes the likelihood of being associated with a building. Two very degraded iron 

fragments, possible from a nail, were retrieved from fill (7/005).    

 

 

  6.5    Brick samples were taken where able as the majority of features were structural.  

 

 

6.6   The first documented evidence for activity on the site was seen in the 1778-1783 map, 

which confirms the site as part of a large field system comprised of three buildings. 

This was mostly unchanged in the 1806 with the exception of an additional building to 

the southwest and a windmill to the southeast of the Site. The farmstead was 

demolished in 1817 and Bohemia House was constructed in 1824. 

 

 

6.8  A total of nine walls, one possible drainage channel and two cut features were 

encountered in total. A further four non-archaeological features were established and 

noted accordingly. 

 

 

6.9  Evidence for Bohemia Farm was seen in Trenches 4 and 5. Possible drainage channel 

[4/005] had a form that lends itself to an open drain rather than wall, possibly 

associated with external usage or livestock outhouses. The brick sample dated to the 

18th – 19th century and is positioned inside Bohemia House on the 1875 map (Fig. 3). 

Therefore, it is likely to be associated with Bohemia Farm and dated prior 1817. 

 

 

6.10   Similarly, wall [5/005] looks out of place positioned at the front of Bohemia House 

near the north-eastern bay window (Fig. 3). The curve and typology of the wall does 

not match that of [5/006], [5/007], [5/008] and [5/011]. The rubble filled cavities 

Plate 33 
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suggest a non-load bearing wall and, most importantly, the curve does not lend itself to 

an internal wall for a house of that style. It is possible the wall was used externally, as 

part of the farm. The bricks from wall [5/005] were dated to the 19th century so this 

may have been built between 1800 and 1817.  

 

 

 6.11 Walls [4/003] and [4/006] are difficult to date. [4/003] appeared to truncate [4/006]. The 

brick from wall [4/003] was dated to the 18th – 19th century as the earliest date from 

the samples. Both walls appear to fit inside the 1875 plan. As the farm was demolished 

in 1817 and the house built in 1824 it is possible the brick may have been reused. 

Equally, the wall could be associated with Bohemia Farm. 

 

        

6.12  Surprisingly, there was relatively little evidence for Bohemia House. The depth of 

demolition from both the house and the later buildings, specifically in Trench 4 is no 

doubt a contributing factor. Looking at the material available and using the 1875 and 

1899 plans as a reference; walls [4/004], [5/004], [5/006], [5/007], [5/008] and [5/011] 

are likely to be associated with Bohemia House. (Fig. 3 and 4) 

  

 

6.13  The bricks from wall [4/004] are dated to the mid18th – 19th century. [4/004] looks to be 

an internal continuation of the southwest external wall shown in Fig. 3. As the house 

was built in 1824 and all the samples from [4/004] were identical this dates the wall to 

between 1824 and 1875.  

 

 

6.14  Walls [5/006], [5/007], [5/008] and [5/011] all appear to align with the external south-

eastern wall and gable (Fig. 3). The possible buttress on the southwest side of [5/006] 

was interpreted as an external feature and the stepping on the northeast as joists for 

flooring. Deposit (5/012) abutted walls [5/007], [5/008] and [5/011] and was made-up 

of rubble material likely to be associated with the demolition of the house.   

 

 

6.15  [5/004] does not appear to correspond with the 1875 or 1899 plan (Fig. 3 and 4). The 

concrete foundation suggests the wall was built in the latter part of the 19th century and 

therefore could be a later addition to the house not documented on the 1899 plan.  

 

 

6.16 The remaining wall [6/003] looks to be associated with the later council buildings, 

shown on the 1956 map. (Fig. 5)  

 

 

6.17  As stated above, little evidence remains of Bohemia Farm and Bohemia House. 19th 

century landscaping can still be seen across Site, left as the final legacy of the house. 

The proposed work would have little impact on the remaining archaeology. Buildings 

H6 – H10 are located over the site of Bohemia Farm and House (Fig. 2). Therefore, if 

mitigation work is necessary a Watching Brief could be performed over the proposed 

site of these buildings.  
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Fig. 1: Summerfields, Horntye Park: Site Location Map 

Ordnance Survey © Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Licence number 100019601. 
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Fig. 2: Development plan with trench 

locations 
  (Adapted after Aaron Evans Architects Drwg 

1182 81 P5) 
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Fig. 3: 1875 plan with Trenches 
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Fig. 4: 1899 plan with Trenches 
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Fig. 5: 1956 plan with Trenches 
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Fig. 6: Plan of Trench 4 
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Fig. 7: Plan of Trench 5 
 

Fig. 8: Plan of [5/005] 
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Fig. 9: Plan of Trench 6 
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Fig. 10: Section Drawing of [5/004] 
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Fig. 11: Floor plan of Bohemia House for when it was sold at auction, 1831.  
 

http://bohemiabrisco.weebly.com/bohemia-mansion.html  

 

 
 



Chris Butler MIFA                                                                                                 Summerfields, 

Archaeological Services Ltd                                                                                                                                                                    Hastings 

 

41 

 

Appendix 1: Context Register 

Context number  Context Type  Sub Division  Description  

(1/001) Deposit  TR1  Topsoil 

(1/002) Deposit  TR1  Subsoil  

(1/003) Deposit  TR1  Natural  

(2/001)  Deposit  TR2 Topsoil 

(2/002) Deposit  TR2 Subsoil  

(2/003) Deposit  TR2 Natural  

(3/001) Deposit  TR3 Made-ground 

(3/002) Deposit  TR3 Natural  

(4/001) Deposit  TR4 Made-ground 

(4/002) Deposit  TR4 Natural  

[4/003] Structure  TR4 Wall 

[4/004] Structure  TR4 Wall 

[4/005] Structure  TR4 Wall 

[4/006] Structure  TR4 Wall 

[4/007] Structure  TR4 Modern pipe, concrete and wall  

[4/008] Structure  TR4 Concrete foundation modern pipe  

(5/001) Deposit  TR5 Topsoil  

(5/002) Deposit  TR5 Subsoil - demolition material  

(5/003) Deposit  TR5 Natural  

[5/004] Structure  TR5 Wall 

[5/005] Structure  TR5 Wall 

[5/006] Structure  TR5 Wall 

[5/007] Structure  TR5 Wall 

[5/008] Structure  TR5 Wall 

(5/009) Deposit  TR5 Fill of possible robber cut [5/010] 

[5/010] Cut TR5 Cut of possible robber cut  

[5/011] Structure  TR5 Wall 

(5/012) Deposit  TR5 Demolition/dump material from walls 

(6/001) Deposit  TR6 Tarmac  

(6/002) Deposit  TR6 Natural  

[6/003] Structure  TR6 Wall 

[6/004] Structure  TR6 Wall 

(7/001) Deposit  TR7 Topsoil  

(7/002) Deposit  TR7 Subsoil  

(7/003) Deposit  TR7 Natural  

[7/004] Cut TR7 Cut of feature  

(7/005) Fill TR7 Fill of feature [7/004] 
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Appendix 2: Levels Table 

  Lvl No. TBM Back Sight Fore Sight Instrument Height  Reduced Level  Notes  

1 64.60m 1.59m 3.23m 66.19m 62.96m TR4 base - North  

2 
  

3.89m 
 

62.30m TR4 base - Mid  

3 
  

3.96m 
 

62.50m TR4 base - South  

4 
  

2.94m 
 

63.25m TR4 top - North  

5 
  

2.95m 
 

63.24m TR4 top - Mid  

6 
  

3.27m 
 

62.92m TR4 top - South  

7 
  

3.18m 
 

63.01m [4/005]  

8 
  

3.23m 
 

62.96m [4/005] next to  

9 
  

3.18m 
 

63.01m [4/004] top 

10 
  

3.23m 
 

62.96m [4/004] next to top 

11 
  

3.69m 
 

62.50m [4/004] base  

12 
  

3.71m 
 

62.48m Sands next to [4/004] 

13 
  

3.83m 
 

62.36m (4/001) associated with [4/004] 

14 
  

3.42m 
 

62.77m [4/007] wall 

15 
  

3.72m 
 

62.47m [4/007] pipe 

16 
  

3.90m 
 

62.29m [4/007] concrete  

17 
  

3.74m 
 

62.45m [4/006] 

18 
  

3.71m 
 

62.48m [4/003] 

19 
  

3.81m 
 

62.38m [4/003] next to 

20 
  

0.92m 
 

65.27m TR3 base - North 

21 
  

0.96m 
 

65.26m TR3 base - Mid 

22 
  

1.26m 
 

64.93m TR3 possible soakaway 

23 
  

1.52m 
 

64.67m TR3 base - South  

24 
  

0.65m 
 

66.25m TR3 top - North 

25 
  

0.49m 
 

65.70m TR3 top - Mid  
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26 
  

0.92m 
 

65.27m TR3 top - South 

27 
  

3.59m 
 

62.60m TR6 base - East  

28 
  

3.70m 
 

62.49m TR6 base - Mid 

29 
  

3.51m 
 

62.68m TR6 base - West 

30 
  

3.48m 
 

62.71m TR6 top - East 

31 
  

3.28m 
 

62.91m TR6 top - Mid 

32 
  

3.06m 
 

63.13m TR6 top - West 

33 
  

3.54m 
 

62.65m [6/003] 

34 
  

3.56m 
 

62.63m [6/003] concrete  

35 
  

3.73m 
 

62.46m [6/004] 
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Lvl No. Reduced Level  Notes  Lvl No. Reduced Level  Notes  

36 66.94m TR1 base -North  49 62.89m TR5 top - North 

37 67.59m TR1 top -North  50 62.18m TR5 base - North 

38 66.83m TR1 base - South 52 62.63m TR5 top - South 

39 67.34m TR1 top - South 52 62.37m TR5 base - South   

40 65.86m TR2 top - Northwest  53 62.07m [5/004] 

41 65.10m TR2 base - Northwest  54 62.33m [5/005] 

42 64.44m TR2 top - Southeast  55 62.25m [5/009] 

43 63.77m TR2 base - Southeast  56 62.37m [5/006] 

44 63.63m TR7 top - Southeast  57 62.39m [5/007] 

45 62.97m TR7 base - Southeast  58 62.33m [5/008] 

46 63.10m TR7 top - Northwest  59 62.38m [5/011] 

47 61.88m TR7 base - Northwest  60 62.37m (5/012) 

48 61.81m [7/004] 61 62.76m [5/004] section  

Appendix 3: Levels Table – Total Station data  
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